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April 29: Members of the National Assembly unanimously approved 38 constitutional reforms
contained in the April 27 agreement between representatives of the government and the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The deputies rejected a proposed amendment that
would replace the existing Central Electoral Council with a Supreme Electoral Tribunal. The
proposal consisted of increasing council members from three to five, and restructuring selection
procedures for council (tribunal) members. With a vote of 49 in favor and eight abstentions by
Christian Authentic Movement (MAC) deputies, the Assembly approved increasing the existing
national elections board from three to five, and most procedures for selection of board members
were left intact. Two MAC deputies later told journalists that they abstained because the measure
put up to a vote did not accurately reflect the Mexico accord. Salvador Samayoa, member of the
FMLN delegation in Mexico, told Salvadoran radio station YSU that failure to revamp the partisan
structure of the electoral tribunal "eliminates all possibility of equitable and just political struggle
in El Salvador." Consequently, he said, such failure jeopardizes "the continuity of the entire
negotiations process." April 30: In a telephone interview broadcast on radio station YSU, FMLN
commander Leonel Gonzalez asserted that the proposed reform of the electoral council would
have provided a means of ensuring that "no party or coalition would dominate [the new Supreme
Electoral Tribunal]...But the content of what was agreed upon was totally changed to provide
ARENA [Nationalist Republican Alliance] with the possibility of maintaining a majority on the
tribunal." He described modifications made by the Assembly to the reform as proposed in Mexico
by government and rebel delegations as "dangerous" and "irresponsible." Christian Democrat
leader Fidel Chavez Mena told reporters in San Salvador that the constitutional reforms were "an
historical achievement without precedent." He asserted that it was unreasonable to expect the
legislature to approve all items without exception contained in the April 27 agreement. During an
"emergency" session, deputies approved further changes in the elections tribunal. Four of the five
members are to be representatives of the parties that finished first, second, third and fourth in the
1989 election. Consequently, ARENA, the Christian Democrats, the National Conciliation Party and
the Democratic Convergence will be represented on the tribunal. The fifth member and council
chief is to be a judge elected by the Supreme Court of Justice. Members of the electoral tribunal
would be elected within 90 days after the reform goes into effect, and will serve until July 31, 1994.
All constitutional reforms approved by the Assembly following the agreement reached in Mexico
between the government and the rebels must also be ratified by the successor Assembly which
takes office May 1. UN mediator Alvaro de Soto told reporters in New York that government and
rebel representatives would meet in the next few days to discuss terms for the next round of talks
scheduled to begin May 16. Two items on the agenda, he said, are designation of special areas within
El Salvador for rebel camps to be protected by UN peacekeeping forces, and whether the rebels
would be permitted to engage in political activity and have access to the press during a transition
period. (Basic data from several reports by AP, AFP, 04/30/91, 05/01/91; ACAN-EFE, EFE, 04/30/91)
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